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ldaho governor vetoes anti-healthcare bill
Published: April 2'l ,2011 at 9:'t7 AM

BOISE, ldaho, April21 (UPl) -- A bill passed by the ldaho Legislature nullifying the Obama healthcare reform law
has become the first measure to be vetoed by Republican Gov. Butch otter.

House Bill 298 prohibited ldaho from accepting federal money to implement the law or moving to set up a
healthcare exchange, The Spokesman-Review of Spokane, Wash., reporled.

Read: Gov. Otter's officialexecutive order

Otter said his state can set up its own healthcare exchange regardless of the national law, and if the state fails to
do so the federal government will step in.

"lf we default to the federal government to run the exchange, it can impose regulations and requirements that
discourage or make it impossible for insurers to offer affordable health coverage to individuals and small
employers in ldaho," Otter said.

He said by operating its own exchange, ldaho can preserve the private marketplace and look for ways to help it
function more efficientlv.

O 2011 United Press International, Inc. All Rights Reserued.
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'lk"t Oi"fi;t tt/ tlie {irtytrnt,r

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 2A1LO3

PRO H I B I TI NG EXE C U TIW B R-INCH D E PARTM E NTS, AG ENC IES AND
INSTITUTIONS OF THE STATE FROM IMPLEMENTING TITE PATIENT

PROTECTIONAND AFFORDABLE CARE ACT

W'LIEREAS, the Ptttient Protection and Afforduble Care ,4ct, P L. I I l-118, l2'/ Stat. 119
{2010), as amentled by the Health Care ant{ Education Reconciliation Act o/ 2010, P.L. I t 1-152,
121 Stat. 1029 (2Alq ePACA) was signetl into law by the Presiclent an March 23, 201(.), and

I'l/HEREAS, PP'4CA represents a dramatic attempt to assert federal commsncl and control
over this corintry'.\ health care system, which accotmtsfor one-sixlh of'our natrcn s ecanomy:
antl

WHEREAS' the power ta require or regulate a person's choice irt the mode oJ'securing
heulth care serlices, retluire employers to proviCe health instra.nce caverage to their t*floytut,
determine the content oJ'hedth insurance policies, or limit the construction or expansioi of rhe
hospilal or medicul.facilities or tu impose a penalty related thereta, is not found in the {Jnitecl
,States Conlstitntion; and

- WHEIIEAS, ! have opposed the overreaching nature oj'the PPACA unr{ irs inlringement on
Itltthoans and the authorily- of the State uruler the Tenth Amenclment of the Llntted States
('onttitrrtion: unJ

WhIEREA'I' there are serious questians about the wisdom af arty /urther elforts in this state
lo implement the PPACA after hto separate.federal courts have oyerturned it or its provisions as
uncons t itlttianai ; ancl

WHEREAS, v'hether court, congressional or state action entls the PPACA, there will remain
u need./br homegrown solutions to heakhcare issues in ldako; anc!

I4/HEREAS, il is in the State's best interesr tu retain control over clecisions concerning public
health initiutives and health care./br its citizens regardle.ss of rke constitutionality oltneFfaCa;
ttlkl

WI{EREAS. tonsistent with my obligatian to prote(t klaho's sotereign interests arul thoss of
iL"s cilizens, tke boundary behtteen slate andfederal government must be nwintainec{ to prevent
un unwise and unsuslainuble federal takeo,,ter of health care in ltlaha,.

NOW THEREFORE, I, C.L "Butch" Olter. Governor of the State aJ fulaho, by the atihoriry
ve,tte(l in me under the constitution and lav,s o/ the state of ldaho do hireby;

l. Direct e';ery ere cttlive brunch department, agency ancl insiitufion of the State as follows.

a No executive branch department. agency, instittttion or employee of the State shall
establish or amend any program ol promLigate any rule to implement any prouisions
of the PPACA;

b" N<t exectiive branch department, agencr-, institution or employee of the State shall
enter inlo drly agreelnent or abligation to implement any provisions of the PPACA;

c. Ntt e.tecutive brcrnch department, ctgency, institution or employee ol the State shall
provide assistanae or resources of any kind to any agerrcy, public alficial, employee
or Llp:enl af the./bderal government to implement or enforce the PPACA; and

tl. Na e"recLitive brcnclz departmen!, agency, institution or employee of the State shall
accept or expendJbtlercrlJitnds to implement tLte provisions of the p?ACA.



Esltthlish the /bllowing revietv and waiver process;

o. Any executive branch department, agency, instittttion or employee ofthe state seeking
a waiver .fiom the prohibitions in ,section I o{this executive order shal! submt a
written reqLrcst to the Governar justifying the needJbr such awai,-er;

b. The written reque,tt shall include;

i An explanation o/'why the action prohibited in section l is required, mandated
or oiLterwise desired;

ii Confirmarion thet the requesting entity reasonabiy explored ancl exhattsted
available optians rhat would have limited or negated the needfor the waiver,'

iii. An explanation of the desired action, derail oJ'the Junds that will be expended by
fund sottrce, a timetable .for implementatian and the number of'employees *-ho
will be hired or involved; and

ir. Any additional inlormation requested by the Goyernor.

c. The {iovernor wil! revietv all ,vritten requests. He rtust consent in writing before an
execulive branch department, agency, institution or employee of the state can
undertake any of'the actions prohibited in section i afthis executive order.

IN WITNESS I4/HEREOF, I have herettnto set my hand and.
caused to be ffixed the Great Seal of the State oJ-Idaho at
the Capitol in Boise on this 20'n day of April, in the year of
our Lortl tuvo thottsand and eleven, nnd ofthe independence
of the United States of America the two hundred thirty-fifth
and of the Statehood of ldaho the one hundred twenty-first.

SECRETAR.Y OF STATE

C.L. "BUTCH'' OTT,
GOVERNOR


